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AFTER FIVE YEARS of novices win-
ning best in show (BIS) at the Liz-
ard Canary Association (LCA) 
Classic show, a champion exhibitor 
has taken the top spot once again. 
The last time a champion won the 
Founders Trophy at the Classic was 
in 2017. For the 2023 show, the 
winner of best in show was Tony 

Tony Horton wins the 2023 LCA Classic
Horton’s natural non-cap gold 
hen, which the judges described as 
“outstanding”. Mr Horton also 
benched second best with a bro-
ken cap silver.

He commented: “I always 
approach a show hoping the birds 
do well, but it is still a nice surprise 
when they do. The winning bird 
had always shown potential even 
before the moult. The LCA Classic 

is widely regarded as the flagship 
show of the season as most of the 
top breeders from around the 
country and Scotland attend this 
prestigious show, therefore makes 
winning a little bit more special.”

The 2023 show saw 205 birds 
entered (200 benched) with strong 
competition for the top placings, 
and with champions taking the 
three top placings. 

Second BIS was David Newton 
with a broken cap gold hen and 
third BIS was Ian Adcock with a 
clear cap silver cock, which also 
received a Highly Commended 
Award (both of the birds were col-
our fed).

The judges, Tomas Hernandez 
(COM Spain, LCA panel judge) 
and Andy Williamson (LCA panel 
judge) had quite a task on their 
hands, with 200 excellent-quality 
birds to judge. They said: “Win-
ning the champion section was a 
lovely broken-cap gold hen from 
David Newton, a really fine exam-
ple with lovely spangling and 
delightful rowings and true even 
colouring as it should be. 

“Second was one of the best 
clear cap silver cocks we have seen 
in many years. Benched by Ian 

Tony Horton (right) receives his best-in-show award from LCA vice chairman Huw Evans. 
‘Let’s hope that 2024 proves to be yet another good year for the classic Lizard and  
that we have another strong entry to the LCA Classic,’ said Ian Adcock, LCA secretary

SHOWS

Adcock, it had it all: depth of 
ground colour, neat well-coloured 
cap, darkness throughout and a 
straight short tail. It only defaulted 
to the gold hen due to definition of 

spangles – but boy were we being 
picky there!”
● For more information on the LCA, 
visit: www.lizardcanaryassociation.
com

RESEARCHERS FROM THE British 
Trust for Ornithology (BTO) have 
discovered that short-eared owls 
will travel hundreds of miles to 
find the “right” food – even at the 
expense of their own well-being.  

This species’ preferred food 
source is voles and, although short-
eared owls can switch to other prey 
when voles are not available, their 
more common response is to 

Owls ‘travel far, breed hard, die young’
move to other areas.

A new study led by the BTO, in 
collaboration with teams from the 
University of Iceland and the 
Spanish National Research Coun-
cil (CSIC), tracked the movements 
of 47 short-eared owls from Ice-
land, Scotland and Spain using 
GPS devices. 

The results, published in the 
journal Ibis, found an unexpect-
edly large degree of movement in 
the tracked individuals, with some 

of the birds tagged in Scotland 
and Spain travelling widely across 
Europe and North Africa – and 
one bird tagged in Iceland travel-
ling to Britain. 

Neil Morrison of the Tay Ring-
ing Group said: “I’ve been study-
ing these owls for decades and 
thought I knew what they did. How 
wrong could I have been? To think 
that owls breeding in ‘my glens’ 
could then go on to breed in the 
Arctic or try and cross the Sahara 
– who would have thought that?”

Nine of the 47 birds were moni-

CONSERVATION

The researchers explained that the short-eared owl was a species for which they lacked 
key information on movements and the degree of connectivity between populations

tored while nesting over two sea-
sons, and the distances between 
nest sites used by the same individ-
uals in sequential years ranged 
from 41 km to 4,216 km – poten-
tially some of the longest known 
distances between nest sites by any 
bird. However, travelling so widely 
to find sufficient prey where large 
broods can be reared does have its 
consequences, as fewer than half 
of the adult birds survive from one 
year to the next.

BTO senior research ecologist 
and lead author of the paper, John 
Calladine, added: “This new 
knowledge has significant implica-
tions for attempts to protect and 
conserve this species, and under-
lines a need to collect information 
on short-eared owl populations 
from sufficiently wide geographic 
scales and/or over the long term. 
Importantly, conservation action 
for the birds will need to be on a 
similarly wide scale.”

 ● We’re on sale in many WH Smith and 
Easons stores, selected Morrisons and 
Tesco, and lots of independent retailers. 
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Brand new finding: out of 18 successful breeding attempts by 14 tagged females, in 
all but two instances the females departed before the youngest chick was fully 
independent, leaving the male to finish rearing the brood. Again, this was new 
information that was not even suspected before the study took place Photo: Ben Darvill

Tagging in progress: 47 birds were 
tracked using GPS devices Photo: John Calladine

Photo: Liz Cutting

Toby Ashpole took home best junior Ray Anthony won best novice colour fed


