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Hardworking chairman is awarded 
‘well-deserved’ Robert Yates trophy

THE LIZARD CANARY Association 
(LCA) has presented club chair-
man Jeremy Goacher with its pres-
tigious Robert Yates Award.

 The annual award was first pre-
sented in 1995 by Robert Yates, the 
son of the LCA’s founder Robert 
H. Yates, on the LCA’s 50th anni-
versary. The trophy differs from all 
others because it is awarded not 
for success on the show bench, but 
for the valuable contribution and 
work carried out by its recipient on 
behalf of the LCA.

 Each year, the previous year’s 
winner nominates the next recipi-
ent of the award. This year it was 
Sandy Innes who had the honour 
of choosing the next recipient and 
without hesitation he nominated 
Jeremy Goacher, the LCA chair-
man, citing the work he did in 
2018 and 2019  in forming a new 
LCA Council.

Ian Adcock, LCA secretary, 
added: “Following a number of 
council member resignations, Jer-
emy did all the hard work to pull 
together a new LCA Council and 
ensured that the Council 
remained dedicated to the promo-
tion and conservation of the clas-
sic Lizard canary.”

“I felt humble but proud having 
met Robert Yates’s relatives when 
they presented the trophy to the 
Association,” said Mr Goacher. “I 
was not looking for recognition, 
just to try to ensure a more secure 
future for the Association and 
hobby that has brought me so 

CLUBS

much pleasure over the years. It was 
not a solo effort and thanks should 
be given to all of the capable and 
able team that came together to 
achieve the turnaround.”

The LCA Council wholeheart-
edly supported the nomination. 
“Cometh the hour, cometh the 
man,” commented LCA vice chair-
man Huw Evans. “Jeremy has been 
at the forefront of the renaissance 
of the LCA since 2019. Thanks to 
his initiative, the Association has 
returned to its roots and is focussed 
on the conservation of the tradi-
tional Lizard canary.”
● For more on the LCA, visit:  
www.lizardcanaryassociation.com

Healthcare course helps to 
educate pet budgie owners

THE UK BUDGERIGAR Club (UKBC) 
is launching a comprehensive 
healthcare course for pet budg-
erigar owners in January 2022. 

Open to all UKBC members, 
the free course will comprise 16 
online lectures hosted by avian 
specialist vet Dr Kevin Eatwell, 
with additional discussion forums 
about the content. 

Members who complete the 
course will gain UKBC accredita-
tion. Dr Eatwell explained: “Hav-
ing completed the lectures you 
get to sit an exam. On passing, 
you will become a UKBC accred-
ited owner, which means you 

have attained a high standard of 
knowledge to be able to not only 
keep your birds healthy, but know 
when to seek veterinary advice 
and how to administer it.” 

 The course includes modules 
on: budgerigar behaviour; nutri-
tion; cage and aviary set-up and 
design; how to identify sick birds; 
common diseases; and preventa-
tive medicine. 

Additionally, a series of “how-
to” videos created by Neil Cawley, 
one of the UKBC’s experts in 
budgerigar care, will help course 
participants to get to grips with 
some of the basic skills needed. 
● Visit ukbudgerigar.club for more 
information. 
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– Page 14 HAITH’S SEED GIVEAWAY WINNERS

THE 10 winners of our November Haith’s Prize draw to win either a 1kg bag of 
British Finch Mixture or Parrot Food (Superior Quality) are:
British Finch Mixture: Steve Brown, Sleaford; Ethan Dooley, Bradford; Dee 
Hewison, Isle of Wight; Diane Smith, Boston; Lee Turner, Tipton. 
Parrot Food (Superior Quality): Carl Kneale, Windsor; David Lamford, 
Kettering; Mark Owen, Oswestry; Victoria Peters, Hampshire; Roger Weeks, 
Corby. Congratulations – your prize is on its way to you!

NEWS & CLUB NEWS MATERNITY COVER
CAGE & Aviary Birds’ deputy editor Laura Welch will be going on maternity leave 
on November 26. Former C&AB employee Georgina Probert will be covering the 
News and Katherine Weir will be covering Club News. 

Important note about email: correspondence sent to Laura’s email address 
will not be checked, so please direct all News emails to Georgina at birds.
news@kelsey.co.uk and Club News emails to Katherine at birds.general@
kelsey.co.uk or phone 01959 543 544.

Also in the news...

The UKBC course will cover why understanding your pet birds and how they behave 
is important to ensure they settle in well and enjoy life © Shutterstock.com/Santhosh Varghese
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“Jeremy has been at the forefront of the 
renaissance of the LCA since 2019

– Huw Evans, LCA vice chairman

Left: LCA vice chairman Huw Evans presented Mr Goacher with the Robert Yates trophy 
and said: ‘His award at the LCA Classic is well deserved.’ Right: Sandy Innes won the 
Robert Yates Award in 2020 and was honoured to nominate the next year’s recipient

“Pelican bones discovered 
at an Iron Age feasting 
site imply that our 
ancestors enjoyed these 
birds as a sizeable meal.”

Gail Harland brings us up 
to date on this giant of a waterbird on page 15.
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‘You wouldn’t eat me, would you?’  
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Jeremy Goacher was presented with the Robert Yates Award by at the recent LCA AGM


