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I
T SAYS something about the 
complexity of the Lizard canary’s 
design that I have reached the sixth 
part of this series, and I still haven’t 
covered all the attributes of this 

amazing canary. Here are the best of the 
rest.

I will start with the most underrated: 
three rows of feathers that comprise the 
scapulars, lesser and median coverts. You 
will be relieved to learn that Lizard 
breeders have a 
collective name for 
them: the lacings. 

The lacings are 
rather like the 
spangles, being dark 
with a lighter fringe, but 
their shape is much 
broader, so those three 
rows of feathers are 
quite prominent. 
Surprisingly, they are 
hardly ever mentioned when fanciers are 
discussing the finer points of the Lizard 
canary. Why should this be?

I think there are two reasons. The first 
is that when they are clearly defined, 
fanciers subconsciously group them with 
the spangles. The second is that they are 
physically part of the wing structure and 
tend to move a lot; they are easily 
disturbed. At their best, they can be as 
ornamental as the spangles, and deserve 
a lot more attention.

The next attributes are the wings and 

tail. They must be dark, and they 
invariably are (see Note). Perhaps that is 
why they seem to be taken for granted. In 
practice, judges only take notice if there 
is an obvious fault: poor wing carriage, 
a fish-tail, or a white tip. The last is 
the result of a flight or tail feather 
being lost; the replacement will grow 
with a white tip. It is a conspicuous 
but accidental defect, and many 
judges will show some leniency. 

In over-year birds, all the wing and 
tail feathers show white tips or grizzle to 

some degree. This 
explains why the Lizard 
canary is invariably at 
its best in its first year.

The flights and tail 
feathers are black with 
a fine yellow edge. 
However, in the 
secondary and tertiary 
flight feathers, the 
black fades to a 
grey-brown towards 

the outer edge. The narrower this band, 
the darker the wings look, and the more 
striking the overall effect.

Lizards tend to have dark beaks, 
mousy-coloured legs and black claws 
when they leave the nest. As they mature, 
the beak becomes horn-coloured, while 
the legs become almost black if they are 
exposed to sunlight. 

Blakston (1878-81) summed up these 
details perfectly: “Dark beak, dark legs, 
and ebony claws are the correct thing in 
the Lizard; they are his hat, gloves and 

boots – things some people don’t care 
about. We do.“

Sadly, far too many Lizards in Britain 
have pale legs. Standards are higher in 
Europe, and rightly so.

Never underestimate the importance 
of darkness in the Lizard. Every feather, 
apart from those on the cap, should 
possess a dark foundation. Even the 
breast feathers of a gold cock, which may 
appear to be a clear golden colour on the 
surface, should possess an underflue that 
is verging on black. 

Finally we come to a feature that is not 
unique to the Lizard canary: feather 
quality. The LCA standard allocates it 15 
points, the second highest of all the 
Lizard’s features after the spangles. 

The Lizard has always been renowned 
for its feather quality, but let’s keep things 
in perspective; all type canaries should 
have good feather quality. Fortunately, 
Lizards with feather faults are not 
common, but we need to be aware of 
them.

The most obvious fault is a twist of 
feathers in the throat, which is given 
various names by Lizard fanciers including 
a quiff, frill, or cravat. It is a dangerous 
fault because it can spread through a stud 
if the breeder is not vigilant, and I’ve seen 
it happen.

Fortunately, “lumps” are unknown in 
Lizards, although there is no guarantee 
that they won’t be introduced by some 
misguided breeding experiment in future.

They may look like spangles, but 
the three outer rows of feathers on 
the back (ringed left) are actually 
the lacings All photos: Huw Evans

The Hitch-hiker’s Guide to 
the Lizard canary: Episode 6
In his review of the elements that make up an exhibition Lizard canary, HUW EVANS singles out 
the lacings, wings and tail, legs, feet and claws, and a final essential: overall quality of feather

CANARIES

Never 
underestimate 
the importance 
of darkness in 
the Lizard

A white tip (here on a secondary flight) may be accidental but it can spoil an unflighted bird

Good feather quality 
enables the pattern
of the plumage to be 
displayed precisely

My own view is that good feather 
quality is fundamental to a Lizard, 
otherwise it has no chance of displaying 
the spangles and other markings at their 
best. Lose feather quality and you lose 
everything.
● Episode Seven of the Hitch-hiker’s 
Guide follows next week.

Note: A white feather is an unacceptable 
fault and leads to disqualification. The 
same applies to a white claw.

Huw Evans is the author of Fine Spangled 
Sort, a blog about the London fancy  
and Lizard canaries. Web address:  
www.finespangledsort.com

The dark underflue of a Lizard canary

Typical wings and tail of an 
over-year bird. The extent of 
the white and grizzle varies


