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forward to a strong turnout
for the UK’s premier Lizard
show to compete for the LCA
LIZARD CANARIES
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the Lizard Canary Associa1946 by Robert H. Yates.”
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Ian Adcock, LCA commu- separate classes for non-colAt a recent LCA council nications officer, told Cage & our-fed Lizards on a trial basis.
meeting, it was agreed that Aviary Birds: “We are looking
Rosettes and prizes will be
given to the best non-colourfed in show, best non-colourfed champion and best noncolour-fed novice. However,
the Founder’s Trophy can
only be competed for by colour-fed Lizards.
Mr Adcock added: “The
provision of classes for natural-coloured Lizards at shows
in recent years has proved to
be a popular innovation,
and more clubs and specialist societies are planning to
follow suit during the
The LCA made the tough decision not to run the LCA Classic in 2018
2019/20 season.
due to unforeseen circumstances. This year, 60 per cent of members
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have voted to include classes for natural-coloured Lizard canaries
all members, the LCA has
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The LCA’s famous ‘Classic’ is back and
welcomes natural-coloured Lizards

Barnacle goose, tufted coquette
(©Shutterstock.com/COULANGES/Martin Mecnarowski)
See stories, page 14, 12 >>

WATERBIRD GRANT

A POND in Chislehurst, Kent,
has been given a £25,000 grant
to help protect wild birds and
restore nature in the area. The
cash injection was donated to
Chislehurst Common, which is
responsible for managing 180
acres of land in Chislehurst and
St Paul’s Cray, by the HB Allen
Charitable Trust.

CONURE FIGHTS BACK

AN AUSTRALIAN bird thief got
his comeuppance when he was
bitten by the sun conure he was
trying to steal. The man was
caught on a petshop’s security
camera taking the bird from its
cage and then being bitten on
the hand, before stuffing the
bird into his pocket. Owner
Dave Billing has appealed for
the bird’s safe return.

RAPTOR CHARGES

A GAMEKEEPER from
Longformacus in Scotland, has
been accused of 12 wildlife
offences at Jedburgh Sheriff
Court. Alan Wilson was charged
with shooting two goshawks,
four buzzards and a peregrine
between March 2016 and May
2017. Mr Wilson made a
not-guilty plea to all charges.
His trial is set for later in June.

PREDATOR-FREE

SEABIRD numbers are soaring
on Lundy Island following a
15-year conservation project to
eradicate rats. Thanks to the
RSPB and others, puffins, manx
shearwaters and guillemots are
thriving, with the total seabird
population reaching 21,000
birds. Numbers of Manx
shearwater are up from 297
pairs to 5,504.

“

the show would be held on
the usual date of the first
Sunday in November, which
this year will be November 3,
at the Roade Village Hall in
Northamptonshire.

Full Irish line-up set to judge top BCCC show
COLOUR CANARIES
FOUR IRISH JUDGES have been
booked for the first time to
judge the premier show of the
British Colour Canary Club
(BCCC) this November.
Judges
are
BCCC vice chairman David Ramsey
from Derry, David
McCool, also from
Derry, and Dublinbased John Graydon
and Robby Mitchell.
Officials say fanciers’
excitement over the four wellestablished full panel judges
will push bird entries higher
than last year’s total of 420.
Speaking to C&AB, club secretary Ivan Chapman said it is
an honour for the BCCC to

suspended the rule requiring Lizards to be colour-fed
for exhibition and its guidance to judges regarding
birds that are not colour-fed.
This is pending a vote on
revocation of the colourfeeding rule at the AGM in
November.”
This means that naturalcoloured Lizards will be eligible to compete at all shows
granted LCA patronage in
the 2019/20 season.
Jeremy Goacher, LCA
chairman, said: “This deci-

For the winner: best in show will take this glass keepsake
trophy (inset) and walk away with £500 in cash. Additional
glassware and £100 will be awarded for best in four sections

have these top judges
visit the show and all at the
same time. He added: “It is
great to know that none of
them will have seen any of the
exhibits on any other show
bench prior to judging.”
Judge David McCool commented: “Between the four of

Expert quartet: panel judges David Ramsey, David McCool, John
Graydon and Robby Mitchell. Mr Ramsey said: ‘The birds will be
judged with an impartial view as I believe most, if not all, of the
judges will have not seen the birds on show before this season’

us, we can expertly cover all
sections within the full classification of this prestige show.
All exhibitors will be guaranteed a fair and honest opinion
of their birds on the day.”
Fellow judge Robby Mitchell added: “The number of
entries should increase due to
the quality and experience of
the judges. It would be great
to see all four judges and the
club supported by every member to make this an event to
remember.”
The show will be held on
November 16 at The Grosvenor Centre, High Street,
Gnosall, Stafford ST20 0EX.
● Contact Ivan Chapman on
07745 671 329 or email:
ivankchapman@gmail.com

sion was taken so that breeders, judges and show organisers would have sufficient
notice to plan ahead for the
entire show season. Hopefully, members will consider
the trial to be a success and
non-colour-fed Lizards will
continue to feature at the
‘Classic’ in years to come.”
● For more information on the
2019 LCA “Classic”, contact
the show secretary John Record
on tel: 07891 988 557 or visit:
https://sitekreator.com/lizardcanary

Multiple birds’ habitat
destroyed by landowner
CRIME

TRACKING BOBBY

ACCORDING to BirdLife
International, a grey-headed
albatross chick named Bobby
has fledged from Bird Island in
South Georgia. A team of
scientists on the island have
fitted Bobby and 15 greyheaded juveniles with satellite
trackers as part of a study by
the British Antarctic Survey.

Both welcome (l-r): a colour-fed non cap gold cock Lizard bred by David
Newton and a natural-coloured non cap gold cock Lizard bred by Huw Evans

LARGE-SCALE
WANTON
DESTRUCTION of a mile of
hedgerow during the nesting season has landed two
men in court, convicted of
offences under the Wildlife Act in Ireland.
The nests of blackbird,
song thrush, wood pigeon
and wren, along with vegetation, were destroyed by
the landowner and a codefendant. The pair were
fined £750 and £500
respectively.

A female wren collects food
to take back to her nest

They claimed not to be
aware that they were
breaking the law or that
there were birds’ nests in
the hedgerow at the time
of cutting.
Under the Wildlife Act
2000, hedge-cutting and
burning are banned every
year between March and
August.
Their defence argued
that
the
hedgerow
removal was in the ordinary course of agriculture,
but judge Colin Daly said
that the evidence showed
that the destruction of
vegetation was outside of
the ordinary course of
agriculture because it was
carried out on an extraordinary scale (1.6km/1
mile of hedgerow was
destroyed).
Judge Daly added that
the damage had significant implications for the
protection of birds and
the wider environment,
and said that ignorance of
the law was no excuse to
break it.

